Page 1 of 5 May 2009 - issue 8

No soft-fall surface is perfect but there is a strong case for
giving more consideration to the humble old bark chip, you
know...

There was a news article in a major Australian Newspaper last month based on a recent university study that stated
Abark is still t haadveadnéosvard d copy ofdt oiydu df yoe missed it.

We have an unofficial definition for the best type of soft-fall material under playgrounds and it goes like this -fi T h e
best type of soft-fall material is the one that lets the falling child slow down over the greatest possible dis-
tanceo .

With the natural Aimattresso effect of a sufficiently dlee
more easily than some non-organic products.

Too often we see well meaning adults (particularly first time play equipment buyers) assiduously seeking proof that
the soft-f a |l | product they are considering is fAapprovedo and t
ing to achieve - a safe surface for children to fall on to if they land awkwardly or fall when they are playing.

They need to go back a few steps in the process and think it through again.

Now, most people involved with playgrounds would know there are many cases when the only sensible solution is
wet pour rubber or a similar product due to the location of the playground or other reasons and we would agree with
that buté

Often, if the playground providers think it through carefully, it becomes obvious that organic material is actually a
better solution than synthetic materials for their playground and provides a safer, more enjoyable playing environ-
me n t aédd the organic soft-fall products are more affordable, and it can also be cheaper even in the long run, in-
cluding top up and labour to maintain them over the life of the playground.

| know that is an arguable point and | could give you a copy of my calculations to prove it. But | am just pleading for
playground designers and specifiers to give due consideration to the humble old bark chip or mulch soft-fall (the
Australian Standards approved version of course!) when they are planning new places for children to play.

Best regards,
Athol Quinsey

Smoke Point, Batemans Bay gets a state-of-
the-art Australian made rope playground...

Eurobodalla Shire Council has just had a brand new
Moduplay Wildnet Konnecta playground installed on
the banks of the Bay...
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Smoke Point, Batemans Bay is an idyllic location on the
banks of the northern entry to Batemans Bay just near the
bridge.

These photos were taken as our installers were doing the
finishing touches.

Plenty of design options are available and we can
customise to suit your site as well.

Moduplay Wildnet Konnecta - Australian made Rope
Play. More info

For further informotion about products or projects shown here please contact us:

Ph (02) 4272 1644 Freecall 1800 806 145 [@@MODUPLAY |

commercial systems




